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guese dictator is considered by many to be a very great
Catholic.
Further north we come to some of the countries under
the influence of France. First there is Belgium, which is
trying to throw that influence off. Within the last year
there has risen the Rexist Party: its leader, Degrelle, is
still a young man, who has been taking from the Ger-
mans a great deal of advice on how to run his party. This
advice has come partially from the Nazis, but also from
the Catholic Youth Leaders. These latter have warned
him that he will meet with difficulties from the older
leaders of the Catholic Party in Belgium, leaders who are
closely in touch with the Vatican, and this is proving only
too true. As a result, Degrelle is moving more and more
into the hands of the Nazis, and against the Catholic
Party. It is the old story of young men brought up with a
Catholic education, but keen on reform and development,
turned down and discouraged by the pre-war mentality,
which is running Church policy in so many lands, and
which Youth feels is so out of date.
Next door, in Holland, the Catholic Party is the largest
in the Parliament. The Catholics are organised with
extreme efficiency, but that very organisation is forcing
to the front such rival bodies as the Dutch Nazis and the
Socialists. The Catholics are particularly interested in the
development of Java and the Dutch Indies, where the
majority of the half-castes are themselves Catholics.
Their leaders have told me in Holland how greatly they
fear the repercussions of the Pope's Abyssinian policy on
missionary work in the Indies. They are also closely in
touch with the Dutch Catholics in South Africa, where
one of the few troublesome problems is the possible